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a perfectly sober estimate of the evidences on both
sides of a question and yet to let the imagination
dwell by preference on those possibilities, which are
at once the most comforting and the most improving,
without in the least degree overrating the solidity
of the grounds for expecting that these rather than
any others will be the possibilities actually realized.

Though this is not in the number of the practical
maxims handed down by tradition and recognized as
rules for the conduct of life, a great part of the hap-
piness of life depends upon the tacit observance of it.
What, for instance, is the meaning of that which is
always accounted one of the chief blessings of life, a
cheerful disposition ? "What but the tendency, either
from constitution or habit, to dwell chiefly on the
brighter side both of the present and of the future ?
If every aspect, whether agreeable or odious of every
thing, ought to occupy exactly the same place in oiu
imagination which it fills in fact, and therefore ought
to fill in our deliberate reason, what we call a cheer-
ful disposition wguld be but one of the forms of folly,
on a par except in agreeableness with the opposite
disposition in which the gloomy and painful view of
all .things is habitually predominant. But it is not
found in practice that those who take life cheerfully
are less aiive to rational prospects of evil or danger
and more careless of making due provision against
them, than other people. The tendency is rather the